[image: image1.png]Visegrad Fund




[image: image1.png][image: image2.jpg]


[image: image3.jpg]Nemzeti Agrargazdasagi [{amara



[image: image4.jpg]




Communique
 from 62nd meeting of representatives of Agricultural chambers of Visegrad four countries which took place in the Slovak Republic in Modra from  28th to 30th  of September 2016.
Representatives of Agrarian Chamber of the Czech Republic (AKČR), National Council of Agricultural Chambers of Poland (KRIR), Hungarian Agricultural Chamber (NAK) and the Slovak Chamber of Agriculture and Food (SPPK) met at the 62nd meeting of representatives of agricultural chambers of Visegrad four countries (V-4), which took place on  28th - 30th  of September 2016 in Modra, Slovak Republic. 
Representatives of V-4 agricultural chambers discussed the following topics:
· CETA and TTIP international agreements

· situation on agricultural markets in V-4 countries,
· current state of play of  CAP and preparation of CAP after 2020,
· situation in milk an pork meat sector in V-4 countries,
· restriction on purchasing of agricultural land in V-4 countries,
· payments for water for irrigation,
· marketing fund
· “de minimis” support and sensitive commodities

· the lack of suitable and effective agents for plants and methodology of approval of plant protection agents at the EU level.
Representatives of V-4 agricultural chambers discussed current situation concerning international trade agreements CETA and TTIP and they urge representatives of European Union and COPA-COGECA to exclude agriculture and food sector from these negotiations. European Union has different ecological standards of production, different GMO approach and different approach to issue of using of animal feed and plant protection agents. Liberalised import of plant and animal products into the EU can cause introduction of invasive species, which have no natural predators in EU, what significantly threatens agricultural production in EU. Liberalisation would also jeopardize of EU member states concerning food security.  Involving of Arbitration Court does not comply with EU legislation and therefore member states should refuse such an agreement.  
Representatives of V-4 agricultural chambers therefore ask COPA-COGECA (C-C) to reveal available information about these negotiations and they also ask C-C to send the CETA agreement and results of the vote of C-C Praesidium on CETA. 
Representatives of agricultural chambers of Visegrad four countries discussed current situation on agricultural markets. This year must farmers in animal production and also in cereals and oilseeds production cope with big problems. Low farm gate purchase prices have negative impact to whole agricultural sector.
Situation of pigs and milk cow’s breeders remains difficult, despite the slight recovery of farm gate prices. In first half of year 2016, many farmers abolished their herds of milk cows. Representatives of V-4 chambers consider support of European Commission to cut the production of milk as the step back. Introducing support to decreasing of production is irrational measure and does not solve the problems from medium-term and long-term perspective. Such a form of support leads to increasing of destabilisation of sector. Representatives of V-4 countries perceive the situation in pork sector as very similar. Representatives of agricultural chambers urge European Commission to introduce real measures, which would lead to stabilisation of sector of plant and animal commodities. 
With goal to at least partially solve the situation, European Commission has to immediately do as follows:

1) to introduce all necessary steps to abolish Russian embargo and to reopen Russian market to European agricultural products. European Commission should also use its own diplomats to repeatedly gain lost markets and to search new places to export European agricultural production. 
2) to re-evaluate reference level and increasing of intervention prices in milk sector at least by 10% at skimmed milk powder and by 25% at butter. 
3) to increase limits of voluntary coupled support, at least by 20% from 1st pillar of CAP

4) to support and stimulate export by introducing of export refunds to milk products, pork products and to export loans to long lasting removal of existing surplus from EU market

5) to enable member states of EU to use agricultural commoditites, as skimmed milk powder, cheeses, butter, pork and poultry meat to humanitarian aid for poor countries, food aid for imigrants, who try to find security in Europe and food aid for poor inhabitants of member states of EÚ (Fund for European help to the poorest groups of inhabitants). 
6) to prepare mutual regulatory framework of EU to fight against unfair trade practices in food chain. 
Representatives of Agricultural chambers of Visegrad four discussed current impacts of Common Agricultural Policy and preparation of the policy for further period. Selfgovernmental organisations ask European Commission to unite internal policies of EU so politics will complement each other. At the same time, when preparing the new CAP, it is necessary to introduce such measures that will make Common Agricultural Policy really mutual and not discriminatory for farmers at the mutual European market. It is necessary to create the system of stabilisation of income for farmers due to high market volatility and climatic changes. This will lead among other things to higher attractivity of sector and higher employment. It is necessary to create correct conditions for small, medium, but also large farmers.
Within the program, representatives of agricultural chambers discussed the purchasing of agricultural land and its conditions in particular member states. There should be introduced new measures for the future, to secure availability of agricultural land for farmers with restriction of misusing of economical power for speculative purchasing of agricultural land.  
Stabilisation and protection of agricultural land resources is necessary. It is also necessary to support using of irrigation water due to gradual warming and change of climate. It is necessary to take into account high volatility of markets, reinforcement of domestic production and possibility of pacing of product at the markets of third countries. 
Water becomes still more limiting factor when using agricultural land and it’s potential. V-4 countries have implemented Water directive and created system of using of irrigation water and it’s pricing at the different level. Representatives of agricultural chambers of V-4 evaluate system for pricing of irrigation water for farmers as ill-conceived. 
There was discussed also the possibility of increasing of “de minimis” aid and lack of suitable and effective agents for plants and methodology of approval of plant protection agents at the EU level.

Representatives of agricultural chambers of V-4 discussed also impact of climate changes to agriculture and approaching European exhibition in Poland and also further mutual cooperation. 
Representatives of the meeting agreed that the next meeting of Agricultural chambers of V-4 countries will take place in Hungary on 30th of November – 2nd of December 2016. 
Communiqué was made in 5 original copies, one for every delegation and one copy for COPA-COGECA organisation. 
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